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ERGITORIAL

1S LATDHE THERE ... ¥

I would venture +to suggest that every 8F magazine ever
published (and every SF anthology) contains at least one yarn which
has some refersnce to aliens. The possibility of intelligent life
slsewhare in the universe has lang been one of SF's basic concepts,
but sadly, like de la Mare's traveller, extra terrestrialas don’t
s@em to answer. Ona reasan of course, may be the fact that ne
haven 't really tried to contact tham.

Search programmes such as Project OIMA, to listen out for
alien signrals have hesn mounted <(and discontinued) in America,
Canada and Russia, all without any results. OIMA listened out on
the 21cm band for a total of 150 hours - this is listening for
aliens? That sort of listening is akin to spending five minutes in
the middle of the Sahara desert, then saying, "I never heard anyone
speaking, w0 peaple dan't exist." Such short-lived programmes
lesave a lot to be desired. For openers, is the wavelength the
right one? Just because we think 2lcm is logical dossn’t mean an
alien thinks the same.

Then there's the problem of aiming your asrial. Modern radio
telescope asrials as used for OIZMA etc, have a resclution of .03 of
a second af an arc, and there are 3600 seconds to sach degree which
gives 34007 degrees to a glabal scan before you get down to
splitting them into seconds aof arc ...s0 if vou're aiming off any
target by much more than .03 arc seconds, vau'll never hear
anything anyway.

Alsa, whan should one listen? 1If tha alien gave as such tiwmse
to sending & signal, as OIMA gave to listening, the chances at the
two activities overlapping are slim indeed. Then again, maybe he
won't be using radio -- cosmics perhaps? gravity waves? Dirac
holes or even the instantaneous action at a distance af the quantua
theory which has recently been demanstrated?

Alt this assumes that the aliens are trying to contact US. I+
we're not signalling to them, why should we axpect them to spend
vast sums of whatever they usa for money to build a gadget to call
to us? Maybe they're sitting there listening out as waell, Imagine
thousands of galactic civilisations all! sitting by their telephanss
waiting for someone elae to call.




Books have been written on this topic, and a complicated
squat:2n has been contrived to work out Frow many other
civilisations there might be, But since all its variables only
inveive guwsstimates, the final answer is likely to be even wider
of =re mark. In his book, Extraterrestr:al Civilizations, Asimov
estimates some 250 at our level - assuming our rate ot development,
those only 100 years behind us won't have vyet developed radio
appar atus. 0f the remainder, presumably at least half will be as
apathetic as us.

For my monay the logic of the whole shooting match seems like

this: -

1. We exist, so whatever set of circumstances produced us happened
once, 1t is inevitable it can (and will) happen again.

2. DBiven the sheer number of stars in existence, the chances are
that such an event will happen many times.

X, Sowe lifeforms will have preceded us, some have yet to come,
but some must be around our lwvel,

4, Only those at or above our lsvel wWill be capable of making
contact.

So why haven’'t those capable of doing so, contacted us? Well,
as 1 said marlier, they may be as apathetic as wa are, they may use
a system we have yat to develop, or they may be aiming their radio
beams 1n some other direction. Ancther argument goes, "if there
are aliens out there way ahead of us, why haven’'t they come to
visit? Well, apart from the whacky types who talk of UFOs, little
gresn men and pictures on the Nazco plain what are the chances?

Think o©of all the grains of sand on all the bewaches of the
world., Imagine that, say, 1000 are painted black. What are vyour
chances of finding one specific black grain out of that lot - if it
takes a Few light vyears to travel between esach one! [ would
imagine finding our planet in one of the millions of star systems
is an even greater problem.

Then again, we're nowhere near having real space travel, let
alone a FTL system, so it would sesm that at least 5,000 vyears of
tivilisation are neesded to reach that point. This again reduces
the nusber of lifeforms available to come hunting.

Even with a FTL drive, our aliens would nesd to be sxceedingly
Ipng-lived. have a burning wish to explore and most important, have
some agency willing to put up their equivalent of lotly. Right
new, IF we had a triple light spesd ship, 1 bave no doubt
volunteers could be ¥ound to head for the stara, but ! doubt very
much if any government would — or could, put up the fantastic money
required. Heck, already peaple howl at the seagre sums doled out
to NABA (with an annual budget lower than that spent on cosmetics
by American women). Imagine the horror ar funding a star mission.
If aliens have similar problems, what chance is there of ‘em coming
round for tea?

Assume all factors are favourable, FTL drive, long-lived
aliens, adequate funding and an exploratory urge. Just how great
are the chances of their finding our little star with all those
billions of other stars to check out. A very alim chance indeed I
fancy === but, it is nica to think that there IS a chance.

FANORADNMA

First an apology. Tom Cockroft
writes from New Zealand to point
out that in my piece on Charles
Schneeman. I wrongly said
did a two-page spread for,
‘Farewell To The HMaster', It
should have besn 'The Master
Shall Not Die’'. Sorry folks —
but it was still a great illo.

PULP is a ratating aditar
fanzine of 3épp, Oto, mimeo.
Excwllent Atomillos and, sadly,
an obituary to that fine and
prolific artist. Also items by
Langford, Harris, Ortliab, a
Conrep by Hansen, fanzine
reviews by Hary Bond and am
excellent LOCcol. Available for
the usual, next issue from
Avedon Carol and Rob Hanwen, 144
Plashet Grove, East Ham, London
E& 1AB - for the usual.

DIPSOMANIA 47pp, AS, printed from G.A.Bryant, Rue Jean Fauly,
B-4300, ANS, BELGIUM is devotad to postal gaming, but has a strip
cartoon and LOCcol. It has two editions!!, one French, ons English.
Cost SSFB. A great little zine for International gamers.

THE MENTOR &5 R. & S, Clarke, & Bellevus Rd., Faulconbridge, NSW
2774, Pustralia. 20 Ad4pp photooffset? Very well produced, not much
artwork, Editorial on fanzines, two fiction items, the first dull,
the second good. Some verse {(unrhymed), a travel report, an
excellent lettercol and an even better review section. Bet it for
contribution, LOC or %$2.00 a saspla.

POUTNIK. 2 Egon Cierny, Matechava 14, 140 00 Praha 4, CSR
Czechoslovakia. 3I3pp, A4, mimmo. An £nglish language fanzine
devoted to spreading S5F in Crechoslovakia. An editorial explains
their plans and hopes. A cartoon strip, fact, fiction, film, #mz
and book reviews. 1 fancy the wditor would gladly send you a topy
on receipt of a spare paperback or your fanzina.

SPANISH ARMADILLO.Z from Terry Broome, 101 Malham Drive, Lakeside
Park, Lincoln LN& oXD. S2pp.Ad4.mimec has a striking cover and a
little, but good interior artwark. A sensible article on age and
attitudes, assorted +Fmz reviews (Marital Rats gets thres). Horse
racing, an Australian report, carteon strip, and a theft report,
Quite a mixed bag, good reading, but why not put all the fmz
reviews together instead of piecemeal? Get it for the ‘usual © 77?7

SGLODION is an B8-page flyer #rom Dave Langford raecaunting the
background story to a fake UFO account which led by a convoluted
path to a libel suit. Dave is calling for aid for the innocent
victim. Contact him at 94 London Rd., Reading, Berks RG! SAU.



I don't know if this is a hoax or not, but ! ’'ve just received a
flyer, "SAY DA TO MOSCOW", plugging a Worldcon (995 in Moscow. The
Committee includes Bruce Pelz and the Stopas. $5.00 pra-supporting
mempbership to:- P.0.Pox 4494, Louisville, KY 40204-058%95 I+
you're likely to be in Moscow then, why not attend?

A CHILD'S GARDEM OF OLAF.4 +rom Ken Cheslin, 10 Coney Green,
Staurbridge, West Midlands DYS ILA. 38 photocopies pages of Olaf
cartoons, a wmulti colour cover, LOCs, & Far East report and a
Heml ock Scames parody. Lighthearted fun, but it has more spelling
mistakes than a dog has fleas.

CORRECTION, after printing out and illoing the previous page, Terry
Broome writes to say he didn’'t put out SPANISH ARMADILLOD but it
cames +rom (eorge Bondar and Chuck Connor (if 1°'ve decyphared his
writing carraectly).

CATALOGUE. 1 Simon Gosden, 25 Avondale Rd., Rayleigh, Essex 556
BNJ, has just sent me hic latest, 20 page price list of fantasy and
SF. Hardcovers and paperbacks old and new, so if you want to buy
reasonably priced titles, you might send him an ERG-sized S5.A.E for
a Copvy. Simon also does prozine subs.

CATALOGUE. 2 Likewise, vou can send an SAE for my sales lists of
recent and new, hardcovers and paperbacks in mint condition at less
than half price.

CATALOGUE.3 1& A4 PP of hardcovers, paperbacks and some news and
fan items from Mike Don, 233 Maine Rd., Manchester Ml4 7UG

CATALOGUE.4 20pp,ERG-sized and crammed with SF titles. If it's in
arint, Ken Slater has it, or can get it for you. Write to Fantast
{Medway) Ltd., PD Box.23, Upwell, Wisbech, Cambs. PE13 9BU

DON-0-SAUR. 38 Don € Thompson, 3735 W. Blst Place, Westminster, CO
800303919, USA. I8 immaculately produced pages. Personal natter
on gQuitting smoking and drinking. Capsule fanzine reviews and a
hefty LOCcol. Get it for $#2.00 ar ‘the usual’® A nice zine, but
Con, can’'t you beg, borrow or steal MORE illos?

Two NIEKAS specials of note, both stiff-covered, slick, vertically
fol ded 11 =ize and hbeautifully produced collector s items,
OPSESSIONS ($£3.95) has 42pp aof art and verse. THE lLLUSTRATED
BRADBURY ($%.9%} haw Sopp of comment, review and listings of
Bradbury's works. Both are cobtainable +rom Niskas Publications,
RFD.2, BOX.43, Center Harbor, NH 03225-972%, USA

4IkE GLICKSOMN, S0B WINDERMERE AVE, TCRONID, ONTARID, CAMADA Ma§

: = who got squeezed out of the LOCcel, writes to ask, "Any
particular reason you don‘t have a WAHF column, general fannish
tradition is to at least acknowledge the readers who responded to
the previous issue." The answer iz simple .. and is also why your
fanzine Jidn 't get a mention, Mike. Lettercol and Fanorama are
both limited 1n space, and space allocated ts them gets filled up
almost two months before cover date. Thus fanzines arriving late
don 't usually get carried over to the next issue. I# 1 squeezed in
WAHFs on a page foot, thers’'d still be letters arriving too late
for inclusion - and not even getting in the WAHF column can be even
more frustrating whenm you know you did write - so, no WAHFs,

CARRY ON JEEVES.14
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Becoming a teacher was guite hectic, in addition to daytime
courses, assorted project work and lesson praparation, I was also
pursuing my own private interests by attending Evening School for
advanced mathematics, finally acgquiring a Higher HNational, First
Clazse Fass. 1t was during the Teacher Training course that 1 made
the mistake of geting married. 7The only good part of this was the
subsequant arrival of two lovely children, Keith and Pauline, and I
was able to retain their custody, when my wife took off for
pastures new and men with larger wallets. I finally obtained a
diverce on the grounds of dessrtion.

I eventually qualified as a teacher, and in March of 1948,
duly toddied around to report to my appointed school. Handsworth
County (Mixed) {n the East end of the city, was one of those
monolithic, amcka-blackened amtructures clasely reseabling a
fortified oprison. Its asphalted playground was marked out with
cabalistic lines, circles and other devices laid down Lin past ages
for the mystic rites of the ancients.

A bell was tolling as I entered, calling the faithful to
their lessons. On the South end of the bell-rope was my new
haadmaster. New to mw, that i=, actually, he was rather
shop-aniled. At 44, Maurice Oreen was a year short of retirement,
stood 4°'2" tall and ruled his schonl with an iron hand. He took me
inte his office whan [ wexplained that I was his new teacher.
Naturally, the Education Office hadn't bathered to warn him of my
coming. After a brilef natter, he took me on a tour of his domain,
This turned out to be five clamsrooms on the first +floor of the
building (A Junior School had the ground floor), and a two-room
prefsab in the yard. The upstairs classrooms had glass windowad
walls and opened out onto a narrow corridor which doubled as the
Assembly Hall. We strolled along it and Mr. Green pointed to a
room on the right, "That’'s Mrs. Gedgewick's room.” We walked on,
and had just reached the next door when Maurice snatched §t open,
shot inside, produced a short strap from his pocket, grabbed a lad
out of a bench seat, and gave him a couple of whacks on bhis
backside and said, "Now pay attention to your teacher!". MWithout a
word to the master in charge, he walked out and rejoined me with
the remark, "That was Mr. Dogwson’'s room“. The tour continued.

Not believing in teacher ‘s getting ‘free pariods’', Mr. Green
got round the arrival of an axtra teacher by having me share a
class with a Mr. Simpson. Our Jjoint class was S.3B/4D and
contained sixty children. This introduced me to one of the many



whaszes by which Govarnment Regulations are circumvented. The
rules wsaid that the RMinistry had to be notified of any class of
sixty or over. Maurice evaded that one, by entering child No.&0 en
the class register for S.3A. Officlatly, I taught %% children,
this despite the fact that sixty sat before me. Next time a
Government spokesman tells you “There are umpty thres thingies in
so-and sp", bear that sprt of fiddle in mind. I recall another
waakness of the system which surfaced when a certain teacher was
given a Post of Special Responsibility for the Welfare of the
Girls In The Annexs’ [ half a mile away?. This was worth £100 a
yaar, and lady X had been drawing it for three years when she was
asked to go and take a class in the annexe, 5She had +to ask +for
instructions as to how she could find the place'

Teachers and Education Committess often howl for more money ,
but ignore savings whith could be made in their domains, A few
examples paint this up, At pne school, we had a staff rgom with a
beautiful parquet floer., For some fiscal reason, saveral hundred
pounds were allocated toc be spent on the room. B85 a result, the
parquet floor vanished beneath wall-to-wall carpet, which scon
looked worn and tatty,

Then there was the Allowance given to Department Hwads Ffor
spacial purchase of books, equipment and so on. This had to be
spant before the end of a financial year and could not be carried
forward. 1f your alliowance was £150 and you only spent £130, your
next year's kitty was likely to be reduced by £20, Maturally, to
avoid this, you blew any end-pf-year surplus on anything in sight.
No, you couldn't carry i% forward and thus acquire enough cash to
afford a tape recorder or other expensive equipment.

Speaking at tape recorders reminds me of another
money-waster. For recording at home, ] bought tapes from discount
houzes at about SOp each.

At school, [ used gquite a lot of tapes for my lessons, so when I
needed some new ones for classroom use, | naturally suggested the
same supplier. No deal. I was told that all purchases had to go

through the official Education Office dealer, ] sent in my order
and that way, the tapws cost me £2.00 mach. [ strongly suspect
that momebody got a nice kickback +for insisting an an officlal
supplier.

) Modern teachers often seem capable of teaching only one
subjuct - I've had trainees refuse tc teach bamic maths on the
grounds, “My subject is English”, When [ began, ! taught
everything! Maths, English, Art, History, Geography, Science,

Crafts, Religion, P.T. and Games. On occasion, I even taught
Newdlework,

In the classroom, having sixty strong imposed considerable
problems. By tha time you had walked right round the class and
9iven each child a mere 30 seconds of help, half an hour had gone
by and vyou had a pile oé exercise books awaiting marking., At the
end of the day, you needed a truck to carry the load home. My
class was a "B’ Stream, and since the "A° stream only took children
capable of passing the 11+ exam, it left my nominal "B’ gtream to
Fake asveryone bslow that level - '‘C'y ‘D', ‘E’ and on down, This
included one sad case, a retarded lad callad Basil, who was an
epileptic., He had a #ront row seat so that when an attack struck
the class would shout, "Sir, Basil'e aff again” and we would slide'

him down under his desk,
then lay him on the ¥floor
ta recover, whilst 1
stepped back and farth
across him ta teach the
class,

Teaching Games to
sinty children wWad &
fantastic operation. For
gpeners, regulations said
thay ware NOT to play
cricket, football,
raunders or netball but
meraely to practise skills
leading up to thess
activities, The
regulatians didn‘t say how
you did this with only ONE
football and two rounders
bats. Solutian? Ignore regulations, thirty girls played fifteen a
side rounders while thirty boys had fifteen a side footbail.

Whilst doing my Teacher Training, I renewed my direct
cannections with Science Fiction fandom. Being a penurious teacher
on a salary of £31 a month, my finances were knee—high to a sogay
pancake. 1 couldn't afford to stay overnight in Londan, sc the
angwer was to travel down on the 7-30am train which reached §t.
Pancras just before noon. We Northerners always travel ‘down’ %0
London, none of this up-market stuff. After spending soma time at
the 4irst post-war Convention, I then caught the 9pm train back to
Sheffield, getting there around 2-30am Sunday and facing a two mila
walk home. Happily, muggers were virtually unknown in thoss days.

Events worked out according teo plan.
On arrival at St. Pancras, 1 descended
into the rotunda and began to walk slowly
round and round the central bookstall,
gently waving the identification colours
of the day - a copy of Pstounding. 1
wondar Jjust how many fans have met through
a similar signal. Anyway, 1t worked.
Before | could be arrested for displaying
subversive literature, 1 was absorbed into
a bunch of real, honest-to-gosk, SF fans.
Over farty ywars separate me from that
weekend so that the only names I can
remember are Rom Buckmaster and Daphne,
the girl who later became his wife.

after introductions we out-of-towners were split into s=mall
groups to be taken on a flying tour of London hefars recombining
into a tannish mass at the White Horse Tavern, As we &pproached
the place, our ears ware assailed by the nerve-shattering el amour
of an alarm bell in a nearby jewellers. The peor little thing was
doing its best to call out Police, Firemen, Army, Navy and
Airforce, but to no avail. Nobody teok a blind bit af notice, s0
it went on throughout the Convention giving most speakers the
tabdabs, including Ted Carnell and Walter Gillings.
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Billings showsd us an wearly cover painting for TALES OF
WONDER. It depicted a skin-clad character fending off a giant wasp
in an Earth over=-run by jungle. Sitting beside me ag words of
wisdom poured from the platform, was a young chap busily scribbling
away in a grubby notebook. Seeing my interest, he explained that
he was called Tony Thorne and was ‘Covering this for Operaticn
Fantast'. I later discovered that ‘covering’ simply meant he was
writing a report and that Operation Fantast’ was a fanzine and
book business run by Captain K.F, Slater from bis Army base in
Garmany. It was in his fanzine that my own first fannish drawings
and writings made their appearance. About the only other thing I
racall of that Convention was the signing of a duplicator stencil,
along with all the other attendeses. Vince Clarke showad me a copy
some thirty vyears later and the names recalled many nostalgic
memories - any chance of a photocopy please Vince???

That short exposure to real fans was addictive. I was back
again, year after vyear, wsissing only the 1951 atfair, right up
until il)l health caused me to drop out in 1946B. Rwcords don’'t show
a 1950 Con, but I have a vague memory of attending one held in a
cafe somewhers behind St. Faul's. Does anyone else bhave any
detalls?

Over the years, thoss London
Conventions tend to blur into one
* amorphic mass. One at the Royal was
enlivened by a cat walking to and from
on the glass roof of the auditorium.
Thems 1953 Bonnington affair saw tha
organisation of ‘roofcons’ in which
ravellers found their way onto the
hotel roof, Empty bottles scon piled
up, and to dispose of them, they were
dropped down any handy chimnaey, [
missed this part of the non-programme
fun, as Kan Slater and 1 were waylaid
on the main staircase at 2am by a
porter who had the willy idea that
since I wasn't a resident, I ocught to
ga back to my own hotel (The Avondale
which only charged 1&/4d B%B). Ken
and I argued loud and long, but I was
aventually evicted and forced to walk
back to the Avondale where [ was
sharing a room with Eric Jones.

Eric hadn't got back yet, so I changed, doused the lights and
got tnto bed. I had a full fifteen seconds of peace, then there
came a tapping on the door accompanied by a slithery, sliding sound
terminating 1in a soft thud. [ opened the door to be confronted by
the 5°4" Eric Pentcliffe standing over a heap of old clothes. On
closer inspection these turned out to be the &°2" form and 14
stones of Eric Jones. How Eric 8. had manhandled him +rom
Bannington to Avondale is one of the minor mysteries of the
universe which man may never solve. The slithery, sliding, thud
had besn Mr., Jones collapsing slowly down the door frame. 1 signed
for the recumbent body, lugged it into bed and settled down to
sleap - whersupon a blurred voice announced, "I want to be sick".
I spent the rest of the night propping Mr. Jones over the wash
bastn.

THan there was the North West Science Fiction Convention held
in Manchester. One of the highlights was a film made by writer,
John Russell Fearn. It got & very fannish reception, which annaoyed
its maker intensely when averyone laughed like crazy as a model
spaceship took off for the moon (from Blackpool sands). With a
sparkler stuck up its posterior it wobbled its weary way up on a
length of black thread to a background of ribald comments.

Although only a small affair, it showed that a convention
cauld be held ocutside London. Bo we got the Supermancon of 1954,
Many Londoners complained that it was too far to travel all the way
North to Manchester, but after a quick check on a map, a scientific
spakesman revealed the astounding fact that the distance was
exactly the same as a journey from Manchestsr to London.
Nevertheless, being highly dubious cf the higher mathematics used
in working out the distances, only a few hardy souls ventured to
make tha journey to an affair being staged by ‘those bloady
praovincials’, as we were called by Bert Campbmll, editor of
Authentic Science Fiction.

A contingent set off North, some fell by tha wayside, but the
survivors had planned ‘Operation Armageddon’, a full-scale sabotage
of our Convention. Flans which fortunately, were never put into
action. Supermancon was a resounding success and led directly to a
esries of Conventions held outmide London - thus making them more
acteunjible to a2 larger number of attendees at considerably cheaper
rates. Sadly, since the ‘'Eighties’, Southern fans seem to have
established a firm hold on the Eastercon, so that it is now held in
Brighton, a place even more inaccessible and sxpensive than sver.

I seem to recall that it was at the
Supsrmancon whwra Brian Burgess brought
along a package of offal to serve as the
naaty bBits due to be removed from a
‘patient” in & fake coperation. For wsome
purfectly logical reason, these were
temporarily stored under Nebula editor,
Pater Hamilton's bed vas and then
forgotten when that item was scrubbed from
the programme. They were remembered
several weeks later when thei+ decaying
presence made them known to the
management, A discovery duly passed along to the CTonvention
Organisers. So, 1if you ever hear a reference tc Burgess '
‘lights’, you will now know what they were.

Highly memorable were the Kettering Conventions of the late
fifties. A sleepy litle market—-town, it didn’'t boast a hotel large
enough to hold all of us, 50 we toock over two of them - The George
Hote! and The Royal. The George was ideal, a largs Con hall,
wandering corridors and plenty of local eaterias. [t «asn‘t long
befare their menus acquired a few unexpected, extra iters such as
‘Blog, toast and chips’® or ‘crottled grzeps’.

Dther delights of Kettering were the fan-huckster tables
alongside those of the regular dealers. Faintings, books,
fanzines, plagues, models and ather weird items were all on offer.
The programmes included all sorts of prize competitions, audience
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sarticipation items, panel games, skite and tapé& recordings. You
Aidn't want to miws anything for mere “socialising’, that came at
ealtimes or in the wvening, after the official doings ended,
thatever happened to those halcyon days to convert them into the
wdern  {(@npensive) film, s=speech and panel fare predomlinant at
~odern conventions?

A nearby ‘chippy’' was alsoc available
figr impoverished gourmands. The snag was
amuggling a redoclent package into the
notel past the recepticnist; a problem
whith was wasily solved. An accomplice in
a first floor room would lower a length of
string, tha fish and chips were tied on
the end, then holsted up to the bedroom.
The idea wor ked well until an
ovar—-vinegared bundle disintegrated on its
~ay up and showered passers—by with soggy
Fiah and chips.

Another Kettering legend was the
tate Ken Mclntyre, after whom the Award
was named. A bon viveur and confirmed
juinness addict, his first act on bocking
'n  at a Convention hotel was to bribe the
futy porter to smuggle a crate of his

avourite tipple up to hie room. A friend
v all, and an enemy to ncone, it disturbs
e to sme the debasement and petty bickering over an Award meant to
reuerve his npame. When setting up the award, we did our best to
void this by avolding all sorts of voting ‘qualifications’ and
orded it =imply, "Vote for the person you would most like to see
.in the McIntyre Award”. This was meant to avoid bickering over
ne or she is not & fan/artist/faned/con—goer' variety. Sadly,
wns still find ways to badmouth what was meant as a tribute to a

ril-loved fan.

It was at Kettering that the British Science Fiction
Asgociation was formed. Rammed through mainly by Ted Tubb, its
svowsed alm was to 'bring new blood into fandom’. Eric Bentcliffe
and 1 were roped in am joint Secretaries, Archie HMercer as
Treasurer, and Dave Newman as Chairman. Tad Tubb was to edit
Veactor, with me duplicating it on my trusty Gastetner. ‘Vector ' by
the way, was a name [ proposed at a Committee meeting, it went into
a hat along with other suggeation® .. and came out an the draw.

At this peoint, the newborn BSFA almpet vanishad. Chairman
Newnan gQafiated with all the infermation, lmaving Eric and I to
sort out the whole mess —— In the middle of this panic, Ted Tubb
sent me material for the §first issusm of Vector, along with his
resignation owing to pressure of work! This left Eric Bentcliffe
to be GSecrmtary and total dogsbody, with me to edit, cut to
stencil, duplicate and collate the first issue of our new magazine

~ and do the whole shonting match for the next three issues. I
atiil have my copies of those first four issues should anyone want

Lo offer me VAST SUMS +or them.

ssas o Be Continued ...
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The +first OC to arrive comes
from KEN LAKE 115 Markhouse Ava.,
Landon E17 BAY.

"l received ERG,!(10 vyesterday,
but yau say the LOCcol was completed
1n January, tao which the only answer
can be that
{al You've too much time on vour
hands. (b} You should be running
bigger 1issues. {£) You can do  with
a break ta let people cateh up with
you. W* (a) I wmanage to TilIl all
that time, and like to press on WITH
ERG rather than rush like crazy at
the last wminute. (b)) Just addima
Your pages would DOUBLE the cose,
first by upping the print bill and
second by lifting ERG Into another
postal bracket. (c) I type irn LOLCs
as they come, I had enough by mid
January. Yours arrived jus¢ arter ]
- had closed off the (OCcof. #8
sas-WRITE AN ABOUT THIS ONE. While agreeing with you over the
misuse of language in some of the
more weateric dialects and their
beRing wrong for use in public media, and whilst supporting all vyou
say about grammar and spelling in all media {including fanzines). 1
feel you were ill-advised to bring wp this topic in ERG. Let's

took at your own writing, huh?" —— “You then have the chutzpah to
criticise aothers.” @3Kern goes on to list {(some of the) sundry

clangers in the issue. Hell, first I excludad Tfanzines <(see
oara.2, line 3) and Tfannish typos. My objijection wmas #o

professtonal, pard—Yor clangers. I can’t¢ sing or play the plano,
but if I pay for a concert seat, I don't expect the perforser to
make errors. Is 1t chutzpah if 1 then cosplain? Of the slips Ken
Iists, most are wy standard sprinkling of typowss ‘Mister.,” Tor
Hister,' ‘ax”  Tor ‘all” ard so on. QOthers are complaints that
and the like', °first off’ and so on are ‘'dialect expressions.
Haybe, but are thay unintelligible, esotaric or unclear in Reaning?
Oh, I admait to numerous errors, but then I'm NOT being paid a
professional rate to ensure that I dont make em. <@

ALAN SULLLVa%, 13 WIRE 3AFJENZ. RArLE16M, ESSEI “On grammatical

and speiling errors, [ ve heard quite a few pmople say that they re
losing the ability to spell as a result of relying too heavily an
the spellcheckers of thair word pracessors. @87 [ can beligve it,
just as people mho rely or calculators seem to laose their numeracy
— in shops, I'm always amazed wmhen assistants enter 12p three times
rather than Jjust 3Jép. #@ “Same of my fellow students are
undaergoing teacher training. Things haven’'t changed much - it s
just the level of vialence the pupils use nowadays has escalated.
Wis Hore than that has changed, kids nhow swear like troopers, even
at the starf, and virtually all Tormas aof correction have besen
emasculated. TV shoms such as Grange Hill don't help. Adults get
punished for their crimes, schaolkids seew alwost imwune. One af
our teachers had the zisTortune ta be on a service bus when tmo of
our puplls mere sheuting and staaping about. She told thea to sit
down and be quiet and mas told to “fuck off". Hext dav, she
reparted them to the head ~ who did rnathing. B ]
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ALAM BURNS, L% THE CRESCENT. KENBS RD, STH.. WALLSEND. K.TYMESIT NEZR JRE

"1 instantly take issue with your griticising dialects, they are
only horrible to the sar when admired with Americanisms. Pure
dialects, particularly Yorkshire (sorry tyvkel) or Northumbrian
(Gmordie) are most mellifluous toe the ear and savour of a Norseman
coming ashore and being lad away to his ball and chain by a piece
of the local crumpet. @ But I didn 't ¢riticise dialects, I said
how I couldn’t understand sthat the person was saying. He both
failed to cosmunjcate, ¢@ "Ah those wonderful drawing of the old
pulp days, but I wonder if they were pbetter and blacker because of
the paper guality (what quality?) of those time. @» Dunne, I
sSuspect one reaason i1s today's artists use slushier materials. <@

ERJC BENTCLIFFE, 17 RIVERSIDE CRESC. MDLMES CHOPEL, CHES Cud 7
"l particularly enjoyed your Civvy Steet adventures - 1t s
amazing what state vehicles on the roxi could be in, in those dayvs.
i recall having great fun with a Renault Dauphine minus reverse
gaar (not a normal French fighting attribute!) which meant when you
wanted to fill up with petrol, you had to pick a garage with a
torecourt where you could drive on and off. Motoring was much more
adchturuus in those days. @ I seem to recall the I-mhee!l,
English Powardrive and early Bond 3-~mheelers lacked reverse. To
turn round, the driver had to liYt the rear and stagger round/ ¢#

T=NIEa JIEVED, PICCABILLY TAEATRE, GEWMER ST,, (ONLON WiV DY

A quick typographical burble as besaucoup to do and not enough
t:mg to do it in. Am snjoying reading ERG and so0 far emitted a
dall?ate guffaw at every page as far as the end of ‘Carry On
Gerbils ', Have only had time to read it in the bath so far. The
Water Board finally rectified the Gas Board's inadequacy so we have
hot water again, I was harbauring intentions of sueing the Gas
Board, but apparently they are infallible. I think they claim
diplomatic immunity for having drilled through the water mains.
I'1l be at the Olivier Awards, so look out for the fat lump in a
red dress with duck soup down the front. @3 He did, and didn't
see you., Hhy didn't you stand up and wave a Tlag when the cawmeras
turned your may? €&

AWRYID ENGHOLM, RENSTIERWAS BATA 29,11 S-114 M1, STOCKHOLM. SHEEN,

I couldn’t help noticing that ERS had an article about weird
aircraft designs. Did vou know that Swedish SAABE in the end of WW2
launched their own quite original design. A Ffighter called the
J-21 with a pushing propeller and twin tail. It was later rebuilt
for jet propulsion, the engins and procpeller simply being replaced
by a 3=t turbine It's the anly fighter in the world to be
sgc:-ssful in both jet and propeller varsion, The J-21 alsc
pxongernd the catapult chair, a neceasity for an aircraft with a
pushing propeller., W* Surely Hartin Baker pioneered the ejector
seat around the end of the wnar? I seen to recall the Gloster Heteor
had one. Quite a Tew dJesigners have used that 2-boom, pusher
layout. 1 don't knom who pioneereg jt, but the Hesgton “Air
Observation Post™ used it prior to the mar, Consolidated Vultee's
XEP~34 used it in 1943 and that had an erector seat, The Fokke
Hulfe 198 tActually the Dutch ‘De Schelde 3.21) used the layout andg
NE$  under constructior but not completed in I94i. The F.H, D-23
used [t with both pusher and tractor airscrems, that wmas [93%9,
Hany other aircraft have used the layout, so I'm sorry Ahrvid, but
your J-21 {(which first flew in jet configuration in March, 1[947)
wasn 't ‘quite original’. Cg
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ROBER WADLIWGTON, 4 JiemERUla. 37, AQRIQN, MALTONW, N, eCRes. 117 9ER
"] tan fully agree with your comments about Enctisn as she 15 spobked.
Of course, English 1s a living, growing language - mostly through
outright theft with words taken from every other language of Earth -
and I1°'d hate 1t to ve gelivered 1nto & r1gid moulc and pecome as de
fand Boring) as Latin: but that doesn t excuse what's being done to
through ignorance. My particular peeve is with a current advert ftor a
plastic card, where the refrain goes, 'Does you does, or does you
don‘t take Access?’ Now we both know it isn’'t meant to be taken
seriously; but what about all the foreign language students out there
who are taking it down religicusly, and all the idiots who believe
everything they hear on TV? Then again, without a knowledge, an
appreciation of proper English, how can they enjoy that other
dimension that it often brings? Such as the envelope where someone
has written, ‘FPhotegraphs Do Not bend , and a cheerful postman has
written, '0Oh yes they do‘. The Underground sign that says, Dogs MHust
Be Carried On The Elevators’ (have you ever tried finding one in the
rush hour?); 'Heavy Flant Crossing’ where you expect to see a triffid
lurching out aof the undergrowth - and one that doesn t bear thinking
about, ‘Family Butcher ', B You hit the nail dead centrea Roger. oy
own Tavourite is 'We keap stationary’ @

FAMELA BOAL, 4 WESTFIE.D WaAv, CH&#_TON MELGHTS. WANTAGE, 50N 0112 76w

“1‘m not against identity cards, as you say, we had them during th
war, and 1 had te carry one when we lived i1n Singapore ond also in
Cyprus. 1 do however think that they are a needless adminmiatrative
expense, Both criminals and illegal immigrants will all too easily b
able to get forged cards.® B* ['s inclined to agree. [ feel that
such cards merely make a burden for the lawm—abiding, whilst criminal
forge "em at will - and wmho does, or can, make a check on a Yorged
card? Likewise football passes — barred hooligans will either borr
ene, or get a new one under an assumed name, or Torge one. *The
majority of shop and cafe owners know that rubbish on the pavements
deters customers, HWhere it is left, the cause is Tar more likely tr
be the irnadegquate (paid for by you and ! and at a higher rate by
businesses) collection and cleansing services, than shop keepers
ignoring the existing laws regarding obstruction and littering. &7
You're scattering red herrings again, Fas. Look around some cities
late Saturday night and see the rubbish dumped in huge scattered
piles. Manchester and Leads are particularly bad. ITf you want an
extra late Saturday business refuse collection, someone has to pay a
LOT extra, If rates go up, there’'s an almighty howml! moainst
Governsent, and nobody blames the shopkeeper. Hhy can’'t he do ar you
and I do, store his rubbish unti! cellection day ., or cart 2t to tih
tip himsel? as I do with extra funk. <@

1.L.BORMAN, BOL 10, E&ST THETFORD, VERNONT 05843-0014

"Your autcbiocgraphy is sure to be interesting. Are you
considering fannish publication, perhaps as a previaw fo a mainstrean
edition? 1'd love to see the ‘Weird & Wonderful’ collected too.
Speaking of which, wasn't the XF-91 that odd-looking aircraft with
wing-tips wider than the roots?" @ No Firm plans for COJ or HAH,
but mhen complete, ] hope to try a publisher. The XF-91 wmas the
Republic Tighter powered by both jet and rocket. It had a wing with
variable incidence, sweepback, and fnvarge taper (so the tips were, a
you say mider than the roots). In December 1952, it was the first US
fighter to exceed Wach ! in level flight, Sadly, I don’'t have a
picture of it. ¢® “Thanks for the visw of Charlas Schneeman. His
use of light to create perspective and depth was impressive.
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HOW ARI>» Vo
S EZ O IN

My reference SOuUrces contain little or no factual
information on this great SF artist of the 1930s. The Nlicholl s
Encyclupedia gives his birthdate as 1878, but no date of death; [
doubt 1f Brown 15 now 122 years ald. The only other slim factc
add that he was born  in  Lexington, Kentucky. studied at the
Chicaga Art Institute and illustrated +or Astioupnding, Thriliing
Wonder and Startling.

The Holdetock Encyclopedia only adds that Brown replaced
Wesmo 28 ASF s cover artist in 1933 (Wesso continued to do
interiors and also cover work in 1937-8). The Gunn Encyclopedia
paraghrases the Nicholls® entry alsost word for word. Brian &sh’'s
‘Visual Encyclopedia’ merely confirms BDBrown's 1933 debut; his
'Who'= Who In SF° totally ignores the artist. The two Kyle books,
ideas and Dreams’ and ‘FPictorial History of SF° add nothing
further,

Other works which neglect one of the greatest cover artists

the era areg; - Sadoul 's
'2000.A.D. Illustrations

From the Gol den Age ,
Frewin's 100 Years of G5F
Aart Rottensteiner s
‘5.F.Book ", Del Rey ' 's
5.F.Are , ALDISS '
S.F.Art ", Allen's ‘S.F.

Reader ‘s QGuida’, Lundwall s

S.F.- What It's All About"
and Laster’'s 'International
5.F.Year book’', This latter
omits mentioning Brown, but
1ncludes me!

Most of the above works
reproduce sxamplas of
Brown ‘s outstanding work,
but none tells us what the
'V’ stood for or gives any
details of him working
habits or techniques.

Looking at his
interiors, [°'d suggast thay
were done on textursd board
using wi1ther a crayon or
dry-brush techniques. This
shows up well in the two
examples from ‘Spawn ot
Eternal Thought® showing a
contral room and a spaceship
above the White House. Aliens are wal] depicted in a scens +rom
"Shadow Out Of Tine-“. Tha double spread for “Pacifica’ is
striking, but the colour cover which accompanied it was superb.

Over the ysars, Brown ussd more reatrained colours than
frank R Paul, to give us some marvellously evocative and truly

artistic coverx, Among them, ‘Ancestral Voices', ’Spawn Of
Eternal Thought - twhich sparked an argument over the colour of
space}l, ‘At The Mountains OFf HMadness' and of course, that

superlative one for “Facifica’.

Today's
covers may be
less sensational
and more
trendy-friendly,
but give =e an
HVB cover for
sheer Sense Of
Wonder.

==Qo==
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WEIRD & WONDERFUL. 1t

CAMNARDS

Tail—first or ‘canard’
aircraft have bemen with us ever
since the Wright brothers first
machine staggered into the air.
This arrangement has the
advantage of placing the
horizontal stabiliser ahead of
wing {or airscrew) turbulence and
also gives shorter take-off and
landing characteristics., On the
other hand , the canard
arrangement tends to be morse
unstable in limiting 'stalls’.

Over the years, the strange layout keeps re-appearing as
designers seek to exploit the advantages whilst aveiding the
drawbacks.

In Britain, H.S5.Dixon
buflt hia ‘Nipper.1’ in
1911. It must have taken a
brave pllot to #$ly in the
thing

One early canard
was built by Heinrich Fokke
in 1909. Twanty ymars
later, the Fokke-Wulf Company produced the twin-angine,
four-seater ‘Ente” or Duck . It had a spead of B%9mph, a
wingspan of 32 fest, and was demonstrated in England, Belgium and
the Netherlands.

F.W. ENTE’

In my files, 1 have a photograph of a model (Monogram?) I made of
2 high performance Japanaese fighter built near the end of the
war, Obut Jjust cannot trace maker or name - but ! believe it was
made by Kawanishi and the sole surviving aircraft rests in an
Ammrican alr museum. Can magpne help? The machine very closely

ressmbles an Italian
canard fighter = The
Ambrosinli 8.5.4 designed
by Sergioc Stefanutti was
a highly streamlined
pusher canard built in
1941, but sadly, it
crashed on its maiden
flight.

1942 saw Miles

aircraft trying designs AMBROSING S84
which ware more
tandem=-wings than trus
canards, Their H35
machine had a 13Chp
angine driving a ‘pusher’
airscrew. It Wit
followad by their
twin-engine, M.398

‘Libeliula’ design.

Tnis was a fifth-scale model of a proposed M.39 which to have two
Raolls Royce Merlins, carry a bomb load of &,000lb and achieve a
speed of 350mph! Although the smaller version performed well, it
was not given a contract.

Qther
canards already
mentioned in Weilrd &
Wonder ful inelude
the Handl ey—Fags
‘Manx’ and the
Bou) ton-Paul P.100
{(ERG 107}, The

Mig.8 ‘Atka’
(ERG.108), The
Dpel ,Valier,

Lippisch "Ente’
rocket glider

{ERG. 109) and the

Curtiss XP-55 ‘Ascender’ (ERG.110).

Tha Mach.2, 8AAB ‘Viggen’ of 1949 is another
tandem-wing design which uses the canard STOL characteristic to
good effect as it can take off from very short runways, or even a
strip of motorway.

Even faster, is the American WMNorth American B-70 'Valkyria’',
capable of Mach 3. Onw of these makes a very impressive gate
‘guardian‘ as you enter the Alr Force Museum in Dayton, Dhio. and
of course, one shouldn't forget the Russian Tu.144 ‘Concordski’.

These are just a few samples of a design which
continues to crop up, then vanish again when the advabtges gained
are outweighed by the penalties incurred. Nowadays howsver,
modern computer controls can allow high performance aircrafét to
fly safely at the limits of their performance envelope. Pilot
reaction lsn‘t +ast snough to cope, but the computer is, so I
fancy we’'ll be seeing a lot more of canard aircraft in the
future.
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LHER10ON COMFORTY Dan Siesons Haadline £04.%5 p:f6.93

The eTdErly wmind  wvaspires, Melanie. %;rna and Nilly (éormer head of an 55
torture Cll;l can rontrol noreals, force thes to violence and +éesd off their
epcticng, hey play a sadistig ?il!. appting reguisrly to tot up pornts. Hunting
thes are Natalie, Odaughter o s victia and Saul who escapag tgn torture camp.
Their activities dram the attention of another group which controis Govarment
agencies to_play a larger, deadlier queas - mhith Willi plans to extenc to
Holocaust, This 1a & terrific, 6309g blockbuster with a ayriad threads, all
resolved &y the end. Herror and violence, yes, but & trus main-line SF story teo
rival Slan, Puppet Mastars or any other ‘great” you can think of,

TEX_ WAR Nilitam Shatner Bantam £12.95

— Jake Cardigan was frased on a drugs charge and givln 15 years desp freeze on
cenal satellite, Now, Coseos Detective gnncv a8 got hie ¢ parcle to #ing the
siswing Or, Kittridge and his daughter, Kittridge has cdeveloped & device to
nullify the weiectronic brain drug, Tek, 30 13 Bunted both by law and criminals,
Jake rung into assorted aventures ;n& treps, losing oOne partnar and gayning 3
robat aicde, Qufllcato of the stssing daughter. An entertaining future 3.1 novel
et in a credible, tongue-in-chewk future m1th dad-tespernd robets and asusin

s:delights. Some hlghl{ tmprobable inc:dents, but it has pace, freshness an

interesting characters. enjoyed it,

HaD MOON OF DREAMS  Brian Lu-le{ Hllﬂalﬂl £3.%50

Third i1n Cha SE71e8 seps ddventurers obin Her3 and Eldri i f h
challenges in the cdream world of the Cthulhu Hythos, TE:IEuk:.:}:?Ehar?:tn::
Jorned torces with fura, Princess of lombies, the evil god Mnomquah and the Leng
creatures of the Mpon, They swek to dest oy %~e land of dreans #nd the heroes
sust oppose thair terrible senace,

BRIDE OF THE SLIME MONSTER Craig Shawm Gargae- Headline (3,530

Tecond 1n thk series. Crashing over a cliff to nie doom, Roger uses theming Qus
te repair his Captain Crusader r:ng and transports to the  “musicals section of
the ineverse, Hovin? on to ofher sections of the tinsel-town universs, he is
faced with varicus perils from the sterectypes who dwell thare. Meanwhile boleres
kas escaped Br. Dread only to face the lechercus Slise Manster,

THE ATHELING . 6[1:: Ehetuin BCuE =?£3é9= \

&l ., 1 13 egacy ', By , Eart® mas barely sgurwvi nuclear war.
Ngilr-ll!ctnd Worlg Council Chairsan, Pitar Eiline~ i¢ wiarped ;;v:gsr #viar that a
fira tonflict approaches, Under & peionis v»:isua.l%er, Pylar pstablishes contact
aith gnother world whereupeon the story brécaes -e D mediaeval antriause and
swird lag with but a fipal page back on Ea*th. 1 U advise resding the glossary

ac

tat the ki first, that will make the alier worss understandable
BROTHERS MAJERE Kevin Stein PEMBUIN E3.%%
agon Lan reludes, vol.l wheresn anctres 4utnar places his stery on  the

Oragon Lance MWorld created h‘ Weis and Hicrman. Set in the city of Mereklar, it
tells the warly adventures of Rasstlin, the ®aje and Caramon, the warricr. Their
compadnian  is & kender, Earwig Lockpicker, Cats are vanishing ang a giant onae 1
credited with killingsy they investigate an: weet i deadly enemy. The story i
rather weakly illustrated, but 14 you like I-age~ Lance , here s another helping.

CJILITH: A SWAKE 1N THE GRASS  Jack Chalkes  “e-z4in £3,.9%

Forble ¥ SPLES e |erran Confederatiz- suszect the Lordsy af The Diamond -
four ranegace worlds where & wicroscopic tr3iniss autates everything, and leaving
weans death. To kill the first Lord, a cloce 200y of a tep-level agent :% sent to
tilith, where he encounters aind contra), ad.exture and a3 change of attitude.
Further stories will see other ciones tackle ine ~emaining Lords, Excellent S5F and
a4 good beginning to 4 new series,

R

"HE [AY THE MARTIAMRS CAME Fregerik Fahi grattom £3.5¢

A Mafs nisston sefts off home brainging soae of the seal-like Martiare who Were
SI15COVEreg 1n ah ualercround ¢ity., ln & $eri4s OF vignettes, we see howm the news
atiects Lhe J1ivet and actions ot saricus aeaple on Earth - A hack scrict-mriter,
real estate s@iesrer, Ohengmema nrypers. huctksters., scientitlc SoZieties  ang
cthere, &l react :n ditterent wave @5 1TE NASHA spateshit Rearc nore.  taturalls.
fene Dr the oregiitiche match realits.

THE WOUSE OGN TrE BORDERLAND #illlam Hopg nOGGEON Grafton LI,9%

T Re-lssue of tETe old Classic, Two hoilcaymakers 1n  Ireland discover an ancjent
manuscript which telis of a strange house which stinds Qn  tAE  JURTCLZr  Oetwern
woriogs and +ors: ah3 +tocal oeint for tig¢eous aonsters. Rather dated tv todav s
stangards., more 1r the hinted at Lovecrattian style of horror and 3 goo: resd i+
vou [1ke 1ts &lowEr pace.

FHOH LM Guy N Smrth Grattan E3.50¢

When Jabrn  ano Lean Strikg Aacve 1At their new. terraced home nigrtsares of
violence dggin 35 something evil $talks tre heouee ang Jeha 15  1nve,sed IR 3
anastly car Irggr, From here on, The =T1ter cllES on the PROLLICIL §€x, 20Fe ang
YiDIEnCE 1A Mi% wa-il &anngr. For ThoEE AR0 LIFE TRIE $Or% ot ELytt, I T-T
What to expect.

THE SUFERNATURAL Jakn § Janes Sraers 1i.9%

Corn  &an Lamee Sulbiven 1% on the ~un a+ter a sCab thit wWent Wrang, Lesdits NiE
JiSEUISEE. 4 S#F1Bt OFf Strange evenst§ l#az nip to Australid where De augt clays &n
inheritance By gntering an old house oo nis  25th  barthdav, An evil  power 15
luring him tc 1t§ web. but &$ 1ts JTticns Decome more evident. Lance 5 Jwn Dowers
ulv:éan. A fast-moving, gripping navel of an ancient evil at large in tne aodern
worid.

THE THIRD ERGLE R.4,Macavov Rantar £3.50
Clan Warriar smanpll leaves his home Tlanet, Neunacht to seek madvie -arp 1n the
shinters . m rgitdr nalve Chardfter, Fe  undergoes Auoerpus 122133778, SEEYLE
sundry allens anc aiscavers that hig clianet has peen swindled 1h purtrasing a riL
Link, all this berore salving his own praolems and winnlng full use o+ Nis Thira
Fagle to father children. A nice, gentle and smoothly flowing varn,

THE FACE THAT MUST DIE  Ramsey Campbell Futura £3,50

A frightening. sutokicoraphical 1atracuction precedes an Lncomprehessible short
storv of a gsvehntic junkie. Then cowes the osyn novel, a study of 2arancid.
%iller, Joha Horridoe, who woutilates his victinms with a razor, this time ne 15
agving in on & voung coupie. MWrittep ip stread of congciousness fashion ang  less
2 story than in tnside laok at the thoughts and notives at 1 warped rentality. |
find Campbell & style and subjects hard to take, and w~onder how personal this one
may be, Howe.ar hs hac 2 strong foilowing, so helo vourselves.

LORD OF THE CROGKED PATHS Patrick Adkins Orbyt £3.50
A Tale oF nfrigue among the Greek Sods

4nd their ruler. Fkronos i a time when
humans have Jukt Dbeen  created from the
Earth, Xranos susoects Okesnus and MNereus
af plotting against hia, He gives dark god
Thanatos permission to 1nvestigate death ind
wavs of killing iesortals, thus threatenine
#ll tne gods. lapetos and others héve thelr
aun plans and Froteus defies kronos, Rather
slow maving, with olenty ot characiers!
altngugh 1t deeses ¢ sav so, | suspect  this
14 the first cart of a tetlegy.

DAUGHTER OF THE LION  Jenniter Aeberson  Corgy £3.99

This 1s Ehe sixfh 1n the Chronicles af the Cheysuli, Shapechanger reely L& one
¢f those maotc-using wonen warriars., virtual Conan look-alikes. GSne defies
authority anc refuses an enforced larr14$e. The evil sorcerer, Strahan ceeks to
trap her and there are other perils. he snag with such serses i1 trat vou know
the evi] anes will mave 3t al] their own way fOf a while, then get thwarted, anly
to be back 1n the next volune,

THE MASk $tuart Gordaon Futura £3.5¢

Enoland 15 & zolice stite, Scotlane nas teceded and people ke#n var:saing into
thyn aLr. wHIazel 1§ raking a final bis te destroy humanity whilst Si-, -jErre ang
fhrista came Lo CCOOSE haa IR the last 2ettle. This canacluding boce o The
Natchers trilege 15 @ coaplex blead of SF and Fantasy which reacires slaw,
cargeful} reading 1+ ane 1§ to grasap 1ts jnvalved storv-line.
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THE CYBORGS #MD THE SORCERERS  Lawrence Watt-Evans Grafton £3,99

an it a cyborg spy tinked to a computer which can kill his 3f he disobeys or
seeks surrender in a waf which hias been over for centuries. There's ne one left
ta decomaission hie w0 Slant must keeg on hunting enesy weaponrs. Landing on a
planet wherg na?i: works, his adventures baegin as ha seeks to subdue the cgoaputer
ang  r1d niaself of the explysive charge 1f hys skull. Remin;scent of the lively
de Cacxp "lamba vyarns, [ really enjoyed this cne,

BOUBLE RELIX FALL  Neil Ferguson  Abacus £1.99
Post-quike, genfran is a rigidly stratified society where status 1% based on
Era-natal éallyhetn‘ ‘lite’ readings, (birth_ is seen as death’'), Sallyheins
insetf escapes internment and is hunted, whilst TV starlet Annie also rebels and
joins  the anti-sstablisheent Zappers. When hominoid i(avestigator Rick Stator is
sent on her trail, the stage i3 se for a taut vyarn, good characters and a
refreshing change #froam the standard space operi.

THE HORMONE JUNGLE  Robert Reed  Orbt £3.%0

The ¥ar TFutuF? 1n the city of Brule seer people gene-tiilored for their jobs.
Chitfon, an android courtesan, steals her oaster, Dirk 5 valuables and escapes.
Saved froe a bar brawl un Freestater Geward, she seduces his 1nto aiding her
plans. However, her designer has added a partly human personality and Dirk's
miniGns  are on her trail. A colourful range of characters and setting, but [
found the continucus present wearing 2fter a while,

THERE ARE ODORS  Gene Wolie  Futura £4.30

“Green falls in love with Lara, then she vanishes leaving a strange note. He
sets off on her trail, conly to find hiaselt moving through a aeries of doors inta
alternate worldas and n&vontures. He is taken into a mental! hospital, escipes to
dreanlike sequences in which Lara is a doll, a #ila star, and & goddass. The tale
wanders considerably making it difficult to decirde what 1s relevant - 14 indeed
any gf 1t 1s. It lett ae wondering,

SCHROGINGER 5 CAT [RILOGY  Robart Anton Wilson  Orbit £5,99

Fing-si1i#d, 347 pages plus a_glossary on quantus teras, this voluse holds, The
Universe MNext Doar”, “The Trick To ko
scared inte thinking this is a htgh—

r Hat” ind ‘The Hoaing Pigeons’. Dan’'t be
aval physics  text. [t's a stream of
consciousness, wandering yarn it the characters and sequences as seemingly
indeterminate as the fate of S:hrodin?lr‘s cat, or where a quantum will appear
next, Understanding either tikes a bit of doing.

ARMAGGEDON Hick Farren Orbit £3.50 i ] )

Religion has taken over the United Stateg with an ogprll:lve. 1984~ish reqime
cantrollesd 5y the “Faithful  and the followers of Arlen Provert. To polster his
posittion, Froverb hires Charlie Hanvard to mgunt a gigantic holagrae display wWikh
full kypnotics. The Lefthand Path’ oppose the regiae, their agent Cynthia Kline
has infiltrated +the Faithful and policeman Carlisie is a disbeliever, The stage
1% set for revolt agatnst the corrupt and decadent Governaent,

THE PENDRAGON CHRONICLEE Ed. Hike nshlvx Robinson E£6,99

R sassive, Jarqe s1z¢ and 400+ page an.haloav of heroic, Athurian-era fantasy.
Sword and sor:err tales of the King and the Knights of the Round Table have long
been popular with tantasy addicts; this volume brings you no  less than eighieen
such tales {from a variety of authors. For good aeasure, Mike Ashley includes a
list of Biegraphical notes on the main characters as well as & survey of Arthurian
fiction, @A “must” for lovers of the genare.

THE WISHSTOWE AMD THE WONDEAWGREKERS Mugh Copk  Corgi £3.99

i shs¥one decorates the sceptre ot Empress Justina and s stolen b pirates
at a time when a wmysterious energy drain affects the city of Injiltaprajura.
Falsely accused aof the theft, Chegory Guy and his friends are helped to escape by
the ismature entity Shabble who reseambles a miniature sun. The hunt purs then
through hectic adventurss with soldiers, krakens, robbers and other pearils,
Ieagine a bhlend of Jack Yance and Ernest Bramah and you have a yarn which wanders
into a)] sorts of delightful byways on its way to conclusion,

DARKNESS COMES  Dean R Koontz  Headiine £3,%%
dittan voodoo adept, Baba Lavelle sweks to
corner  the Nem York drug traffic, His weird
creaztures srowl the city killing meabers of cpposing
3angs. The. threaten the children of policeman Jack
awsan whan, with artner Rebecca Chandler, he
starts to investigate. Until aided by another
adept, Dawson’ s only defence is his honesty as the
treatures close in and black nmagic threatens te
release even worse wvil. A gripping harror neovel,
with quite a hit of padding and the usval sex scene.
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DRAGON WING Margaret Weys & Tracy Hickman Bantam L11,7%
#hind & =ti1tle and cover warthy of HcCaffrey is this varn set :n a world of

levitating 1slands, magic., tlying dragons {and riders!. HSSssssi- -.:% 13 tc goFf
executed for & kitling done by an aabytious court magician, Iu% s Raved by being
Tommissioned D tng w#3ng't tg kill the Xing 5 san, S.53uEmE, in 1
Pratchett-like sett:ng rackez wWwith some lovely word twiSi3d ~-f “f-etical dwarf
Liabegh 1§ tnruosn ptr the 15lacd f2r illegedly damaging 1he Ii4-% razrine, tha
FichsEy-winsRy. He retorns A41th 2 god to prove =15 (I2iz. iraguaily the
thredds entWine in g +asciratiengly difterent blera o za- Irama, light

entertainsent, 3F apd rartasy.

BEYOND L1ES THE WUR Fhilip ¥. Dick Grafton L[5.99
Now Tras 1% on®e to treasure. A 25 stary collection of Dics §
the 1%52-3% peri1o0 when he was mriting at his inventive Dest. an3

staries from
Sre his tales

became incoherent ama drug lagen, Time travel, invaders, 2dange~2_5 tays, future
Wars, dliens, gadgetry #na more. [ndeed, no SFnal allev 13 J#é% _-.:si1ted 1n this
wicellent :Dile:t:un and there 1&6n't & duff yarn 1n the 250 #*gihgr or fot

.oy re a Bick fan, don t wpss this one,

FOUR HUNDRED BILLION 5TwRs  Faul J MoAuley Orgit £3.3

Earth 15 al " war 7 wWIth aliens and telepath Darthy tasnila 3 a5 % I3 cneck rar
tntelligent life on a plinet suspected to have been fterrarcties o.  thea, She
contacts innethln?. ut 1s margoned whilst searching. !3Ca. CTEat.t25 autidte and
the puzzle gradually unfalds. A rather Elow moving yarn, Jan2 { ¥:17:53ly  duspect
the writer 15 really Fauline’, rather than "Faul’

GREANS OF GODS AND MEN KeT, RQuick Orbhit £3.50
Sequel to Drwans 0f Flesnh and Sand’ . The God, Arius. Byl

Il MNortan],

dwells 1n the computer Ratrix and 1% opposed by cComputer ace berg 1%
A1581n0g and 15 hunted by Arius, his ex-wife, bDodvguars Tosh, and a
BusInESS tycoon. Taut and exclting, but { was oput oG- I1ncessant
JuSC@Nitiea, S d3n 4 knse (or want t30 any people «&fc IIntic_d.. T thait Wi
THE WAy BEMERTH Anous Wells  Jrbit £4.50

“Ird _Beek ©f The Kingdaomws. Taws 1% defeated, the kingdoes xrie 253le, Kyrig is
king dnd Wynett his Bride - but 1n the Metherworld. the 5og  =s-a- :lans revenge
angd  takes Nynett as balt to lure Xyrie - Mho must dare the ;H:stwz-.2 ta gain the

hell-torged blade ano save his bride from damnation,

SHADOMW MmAGIC Fatricia C Wrede drbit £3.30
"WiE 15 & Lwvra Novel! 1f that helps. “ln Alkvra, childre- & ta.28 are told af
4 titme long past when rukanking sharec the land with folk w=r2 -4 ga3tc 1n their
klood amg aanes, the small fierce Wyrds, the proud Shee 1r t=a;r 3z_"7ain Citadel
and thé shiame Ind Nelra Of tne gerk sea.” mlkyra hag sniveres 11 t-esg tales out
;ﬁw tha 1A 2rs her I"Ilgﬁt!lifES Wwerg real and war 13 103.°F°7. Fare ranantlic
3.

THE PALADIN OF THE WIBHT Margaret Weits and Tracy Hickman, Eantae £I.5%9

Ad 1n the “Rese OF The Prophet’ trilogy of Sword and Sorcers. “mans igpaore
the waring gods until Wandering God Aknran decrees that two feuzi=; clans shauld
sabe peace - but the newly-wed PrinceKhardan and Pringcess Isara are 2Ff on anather
MLEON,

THE CURSE 3F SLAGFID Eiizabeth 4 Bover Corgi £3.37

sERh "Sorid of TRe wléar book. [ quote, “In Lertr s atteacis <: racaver his
lgst izve Ljyasa  am2 Thurid s attempt to esca?e the l~auis: ¥ hag fallen
inda The hends of the ev:l master wizard Djofull®, He has thazs inta
swaaring to destrce t e Curse 4affllcting Hrasasla-3ii,'. oW WMlhT G
fapily which has sufiered the gurse 700 years and will not liz estroy  the
nerrid Jrant Jotuns.

BEASTSTALXKER James ¥ Smith Jr. frafton E£3.9%9

“TITICIT genatic research has created deadly creatures wnicn ri.e eszdaped to slay
tn hideous wWays. The secret Governmant agency "The Corparat:zs o6 iupprQSiLn?
details By killing anyone concerned. Ex-Vietnam veteran Gravsa~ F1¥¢ and Calone
Constance Gail are nhunted Dy viCloOus ASSJASEING a5 thay SESs %C séve themsalves oy
relerasing *he details. P}‘rﬂnev:nq. violent and very Qriop:i“s.

PIGNEERS Phallig Mann Grattan £3,99

TTHE ate-like Angelsy aaz Ehe neautrtul  Arladne  are  genetl:
purbose 13 %o sefk oyt asd return the star-travelling “oarests
nith Franeer Murray, Zartn 88 Ceizad decadant ind as @nN-nued- 3
walcomen, though Murrav is viluabte far his genstic mate-:
constructs are isclated and must act tast to save theaselves
thought-aravoking yarn, .
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